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Body 


We're killing ourselves with carbon. 

We're treating nature like a toilet. 

We're brutalizing our biodiversity. 

We're digging our own graves. 

Is that what G20 leaders were thinking as they brightly tossed coins into Rome's Trevi Fountain on Sunday? 


No they were not, or at least not in those words, for United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres was still a 
day away from issuing this sharp address to the global climate change summit in Glasgow, which followed upon the 
G20 meeting in Rome, which concluded, as the poet once said, not with a bang... 


Well, we all know the verse of the hollow men. 


In substance, what was notable about the G20 is that there was very little on offer on the climate change file. Does 
that explain why the Trevi Fountain photo op was uncharacteristically missed by Justin Trudeau? 


In issuing their declaration at the end of the two-day meeting, leaders noted their "concern" over recent reports from 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. The IPCC has been sending up red flares about climate change 
impacts coming fast and furious. Glacier retreat, sea level rises, ocean warming, surface temperature increases: 
across every inhabited region of the world we are experiencing the human impact on the Earth's climate. 


The trajectory of that isn't just concerning, it's terrifying. 


The Paris Agreement, which was born at the climate change summit in 2015, set a target of limiting global warming 
"well below" two degrees Celsius, preferably 1.5 degrees. 


Place that in the context of the IPCC's finding that atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide in 2019, four years 
after the Paris Agreement made headlines, were higher than at any time in at least two million years. 


The panel's synthesis of existing country climate action pledges drew this conclusion: If left unchanged, reduction 
commitments will lead to an emissions increase of about 16 per cent by 2030. Unless more aggressive action is 
taken immediately, the world could experience a temperature increase of 2.7 degrees by the end of the century. 


G20 leaders, representing nations that account for about 80 per cent of global emissions, failed to respond 
effectively to the threat. There was talk of working collectively, and affirming commitments, and pursuing efforts to 
keep a lid on temperature increases. The need to strengthen efforts to reach the goals of the Paris Agreement was 
acknowledged. And, vaguely, so on and so forth. As climate activist Greta Thunberg might say: "Blah, blah, blah." 


Page 2 of 2 
Falling short, once again 


Much has changed since Paris. Three years ago, the IPCC concluded that reaching the Paris target would require a 
45 per cent reduction in emissions by 2030 compared with 2010 levels. 


In other words, leaders have had ample time to set higher targets. Yet only this past spring did Justin Trudeau 
announce his government's pledge to cut emissions by 40 to 45 per cent by 2030. Up until that point, Canada's 
emissions reduction target had stalled at 30 per cent. 


The UN's Guterres is clearly exasperated by the slow movement that he sees among the G20, a group that, as he 
points out, bears a particular responsibility to lead the way. The world needs greater action, immediate concrete 
plans, step targets, annual reviews. 


Instead he bemoaned what he calls a "deficit of credibility" and a "surplus of confusion" over emissions reduction 
targets. 


What is at stake is, you know, nothing less than a viable future for humanity. 


That's the burden leaders attending the Glasgow climate conference must bear. The G20 crowd put little leadership 
on display in Rome. In fact, aside from the rather silly coin toss, they looked rather hang-dog over the whole affair. 
Guterres is right when he says what they must put on display now is maximum ambition. It's time for Paris 2.0 
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